
 

 

 

António Costa 
President of the European Council 
 

 

Brussels, 12th of May 2025 

Dear President Costa, 

We, the undersigned Members of the European Parliament, would like to express our serious 
concerns regarding one aspect of your upcoming visit to the Western Balkans region from the 
12th to the 16th of May 2025, namely your visit to Serbia on the 13th of May.  

This is very problema�c, considering the fact that Serbia’s President Aleksandar Vučić atended 
President Pu�n’s military parade in Moscow on the 9th of May 2025. The army parading in 
Moscow is the same army which con�nues commi�ng war crimes and killing Ukrainians on a 
daily basis, for over 3 years now.  

In the world of diplomacy, these kinds of visits are far from a mere formality. They are acts of 
support. Therefore, President Vučić’s atendance amounts to endorsement of the war crimes 
commited by Pu�n and Russia’s army. This is further evidenced by the fact that the other world 
leaders atending this event are mostly from fellow autocracies and repressive regimes.  

This kind of behavior by President Vučić needs to be condemned in the strongest terms, as it 
runs contrary to EU values and everything that we stand for. Your visit to Serbia would have the 
exact opposite effect, as it would signal the EU’s approval of President Vučić’s despicable 
behavior.  

As President of the European Council, you should not express your support or approval of 
someone who endorses a war criminal. Your visit to Serbia would have exactly this effect, as it 
would be a demonstra�on of support to President Vučić. Therefore, we call on you to cancel 
your visit to Serbia. 

Sincerely, 
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